Journal  of  the  Mississnn  Baptist  Convention 


Performing  Arts  rFest  fills  First,  Clinton 

By  William  H.  Perkin*  Jr. _ _ _ 


INCE  1877 


Passersby  may  have  thou^t 
the  circus  had  come  to  Fuat  ^  ^ 
Churdv  Clinton,  with  all  the  ' 

jolly  clowns,  colorful  puppets, 
ana  balloon  artists  bouncing 
around  the  property.  Actually,  it  i 

was  the  2008  edition  of  the  A  A 

Christian  Performing  Arts  T  ^ 

Festival,  sponsored  annually  by 
the  Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Department  (DFM)  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

"We  registered  798  partici- 
pants  this  year,"  said  Ken  Hall, 

DFM  student  ministiy  consul- 
tant.  "We  brought  in  iO  confer- 
ence  leaders  from  Mississippi, 

Texas,  Florida,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  Georeia,  North 
Carolina,  and  California.  Cross 
Section,  the  Baptist  Student 
Union  drama  group  from 
Mississippi  College,  aW  per- 
f firmed  I  liiliaiatiSifl  with  the 
festivid." 

Among  the  classes  offned  dur- 
ing  die  two-day  conference  were: 

•  Building  a  Program  with  a  CLOW 

Storyline  (puppets).  2?®^ 

•  Digital  Camera  Highlights  Cr 

(media).  tedmii; 

•  Advanced  Ballooning 

(clowning).  (Photo 

•  The  Game  Bag  (recreation).  - 

•  Character  Development  ^ 
(drama). 

•  Developing  Leaders  in  Student 
Ministry  (student  ministry). 


BAPTISTS 


SMALL  BAG,  LONG  POLE  - 
Darren  Casteel  (rjohOiNaUfaR 
Christian  rjCceattve  AM> 
Association  in  Orlando,  FI., 
shows  participants  in  his 
class  at  the  2008  Christian 
Performing  Arts  Festival  at 
First  Church,  Clinton,  how 
to  make  it  appear  a  long 
wooden  pole  is  emerging 
from  a  paper  bag  that  seems 
too  small  To  hold  such  a 
pole.  The  illusion  was  one 
of  many  that  Casteel  taught 
students  in  his  Gospel 
Illusions  class.  (Photo  by 
William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


lest  tings,"  Hall  said, 
e  Skits  Myma  Gregory,  a  member  of  Pinelake 
i).  Church,  Brandon,  coordinated  the  festi- 

Building  val  this  year.  The  festival  planning  com- 
cy  in  mittee  included  Bobby  Everett,  a  mem- 
dy  (stu-  ber  of  Parkway  Churcn,  Clinton;  Martha 
itry).  Cannon,  a  member  of  Calvary  Churdi, 
ic  speak-  Batesville;  and  Perry  Robbins,  a  member 
r  the  of  Calvai^  Church,  Columbia. 

Weak-  DFM  Director  Marcus  Peagler  com- 
ind  the  mended  Hall  and  the  members  of  the 
(drama),  festival  leadership  team  who  "worked 
Zhristian  diligently"  to  put  together  the  2(X)8 
ig  Arts  event.  "We  appreciate  the  support  of  our 
B  one  of  churches  —  especially  First  Church, 
ing  festi-  Ointon,  for  hosnng.  The  growth  in  par- 
I  kind  in  ticipation  has  been  outstanding,"^  he 
I  States.  I  said. 

npressed  Next  year's  Christian  Performing  Arts 
well  it  is  Festival  is  scheduled  for  Feb.  27-28  at 
and  the  Ri^ecrest  Church,  Madison, 
the  con-  I^r  more  information  on  die  Christian 
iders  and  Performing  Arts  Festival,  contact  Hall  at 
personal-  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministiy 
at  are  Department,  MBCB,  P.O.  Box  530, 


/MJ 
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Notebook 


Churches  as  scofflaws 


c 


heck  out  the  sheet  music  stora^ 
rooms  of  many  Mississippi  Baptist 


Copyright  l-aw,"  MPAUS  points  out.  *To 
date,  there  have  been  a  notable  number 


An  interim  music  minister  in  a 

Mississippi  Baptist  church  had  the 

chur^,  and  you'U  probably  and  of  court  decisions  against  individuaU,  recent  experience  of  di^vering  that  w- 

imber  of  federal  and  state  Uws  being  churches,  colleges,  and  other  insritutions  tually  every  "’Py  ** 

churoi  he  was  serving  was  in  violation 

of  the  law.  Apparently,  that  had  been  the 
situation  for  some  hme  and  no  thought 
had  ever  been  given  to  the  situaHon. 


any  number  of  federal  and  state  laws  being  churches,  colleges, 
broken.  It's  not  because  the  dmrches  are  for  violarions  of  the  Copyri^t  Law  — 
ongoing  criminal  enterprises;  it's  because  some  involving  substantial  fines." 
they  are  lax  in  their  understanding  of  Those  fines  can  run  as  $250,000 

copyright  laws  —  or  fust  don't  care.  per  incident,  and  the  most  flagrant 

Either  t 


per  incident,  and  the  most  flagrant  viola- 
explanation  can  result  in  a  world  tions  of  copjni^t  laws  could  result  in  as 

■  •  e*  _ ? _ *  - - - * 


* 

a 


of  trouble  for  those  churches. 

J _  It's  simply  not  legal  to  aaow 

music  at  will.  "The  U.S. 
Copyri^t  Law  is  designed  to 
encourage  the  development  of 
die  arts  and  sciences  by  protect¬ 
ing  the  work  of  die  creative  indi¬ 
viduals  in  our  society  —  com¬ 
posers,  authors,  ixiets,  drama¬ 
tists,  dioreomphers  and  oth¬ 
ers,"  accordmg  to  the  Music 
Publishers  Asscxiation  of  the 
United  States  (MPAUS). 

"It  is  essential  to  the  future  oi 


mudi  as  five  years  imprisonment 
The  following'  are  expressly  prohibi 
under  US.  copyri^t  laws  (and  this  is  m 
comprehensive  list): 

•  Copying  to  avoid  purchase. 


ited 
not  a 


He  promptly  informed  the  church's 
astounded  leadership  of  die  problem  and 
was  allowed  to  destroy  die  iH^al  copies. 

Would  diat  small  (hurdi  have  ever  got¬ 
ten  cau^t?  It  doesn't  really  matter. 

It  doesn't  matter  if  you  think  the 
music  industry  charges  too  much  for 
their  products.  It  doesn't  matter  if  your 
church  can't  "afford"  to  purchase  multi- 


_ music  for  any  kind  of  perfor 

manoe  (widi  strict  emergency  exceptions),  pie  copies  of  musical  works.  It  doesn  t 

matter  if  you  don't  know  anyone  or  any 


•  Copying  widiout  induding  copyright  church  that  has  ever  been  prosecuted  for 
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ntBgt  r  of  thek 
I  ]:motocopyin&" 
revenue  ulti- 


CompoBerB,  arrangers,  j^blish- 
ers  and  deders  are  losing  a  sig 
nificant  percenta^  of  their 
inemne  because  of  illegal 
MPAUS  says.  "This  loss 
mately  means  that  less  and  less  printed 
music  is  available  6n  sale,  short  print  runs 
mean  higher  prices  for  what  is  available, 
and  deaiim  are  no  longer  able  to  afiord  to 
cany  large  stocks  of  sh^  music." 

We've  all  heard  about  die  recent  cases  of 


copyright  violations. 

It  doesn't  matteT  how  many  decades 
the  illegal  copying  has  been  going  on.  It 
doesn't  matter  what  the  legal  opinion  is 
of  some  lawyer  wannabee  in  the  church, 
•  Reproducing  material  designed  to  be  or  whether  your  church  believes  in  sepa- 


•  Copying  to  create  anthologies  or  corn- 


consumable  sudi  as  woikbooks,  standard¬ 
ized  tests,  and  answer  sheets. 


students  beyemd  the  actual 
in  making  legally-permitted 


coBt  involve 
copies. 


ration  of  church  and  state. 

It  matters  that  you  do  die  right  thing. 

Of  course  you  have  the  potential  of 
;etting  caught.' Unless  your  church  has 
250,C^  resting  in  the  bank  to  pay  the 
fines  —  or  the  responsible  party  nas  five 
years  to  spend  in  the  federal  pen  —  it 
might  be  a  good  idea  to  get  up  to  date  on 


The  same  copyright  entitlements 
cover  music  on  CDs  and  digital  down-  copyright  laws. 

loads  (as  several  parents  of  teenagers  More  than  that,  if  s  important  the  corn- 
teenagers  being  sued  and/or  prosecuted  have  recently  discovered  the  hard  way),  munities  of  lost  pieople  that  surround 
for  downloading  copyrighted  digital  music  Modem  copyright  law  is  a  complicated  every  one  of  our  churches  know  that  We're 


pros^trute  offenders  ijnder 


ject  on  atileast  an  annual  basis 


ing  from  others?  Think  about  it. 


Observers:  Roe  v.  Wade  days  could  he  numbered 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
Christian  conservatives  have  a 
veiy  good  chance  of  seeing  Roe 
V.  WMe  overturned  if  a  pro-life 
president  wins  the  White 
House  this  fall,  two  attorneys 
prominent  in  pro-family  legal 
oattles  said  Maiich  10. 

The  comments  by  Liberty 
Counsel  chairman  Mathew 
Staver  and  Alliance  Defense 
Fund  diief  counsel  Benjanw 
Bull  came  during  a  panel  dis¬ 
cussion  at  the  National 
Religious  Broadcasters  conven- 
tionm  Nashville,  Tn. 

The  five-member  panel 
covered  a  host  of  topics, 
including  the  ramifications  of 
the  general  election. 

"We  are  one  breath  away  at 
the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  —  one  breath,  one  vote 
away  —  from  overturning  Roe 
V.  wade  and  stoppi^  tiie  Idling 
of  1.5  million  children  every 
single  year  and  stopping  the 
slaughter  of  50  million  children 
since  1973,"  Staver  said. 

Both  Staver  and  Bull  said 
their  comments  were  made  as 
private  citizens  and  not  as  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  their  organiza¬ 
tion.  "If  die  election  goes  tiie 
Christian  conservative  way,  we 
have  a  chance  of  overturning 


I 


Roe  V.  Wade  —  a  v 
chaiKX,"  Bull  said. 
can't  paint  a  picture  blea! 
enough  to  what  it's  going  to 
look  like  [Iraallyl  if  [Barack] 
Obama's  in  tiw  White  House." 

The  court's  two  oldest  and 
two  of  its  most  liberal  mem¬ 
bers,  87-year-old  John  Paul 
Stevens  and  74-year-old  Ruth 
Bader  Gin^rurg,  support  Roe  v. 
Wade.  Ginsbur^  who  will  turn 
75  Saturday,  "is  a  cancer  sur¬ 
vivor  and  m  very  pwr  health 
and  has  to  be  helped  in  and  out 
of  her  chair  at  times,"  Bull  said. 

Additionally,  Bull  said,  68- 
yearold  Justice  David  Souter  — 
who  also  supports  Roe  —  has 
talked  about  retiring  to  his  New 
Hampshire  home,  and  72-yeai^ 
old  Justice  Antonin  Scalia  —  a 
conservative  wh9  opposes  Roe 
—  has  talked  aberut  retirement 

John  McCain  is  pro-life  on 
abortion,  Barack  Croama  and 
Hillary  Clinton  pro-choice. 

"The  Question  you  have  to  ask 
yourself,"  Staver  said,  "is  this, 
'Would  you  want  a  Bill  Clinton 
serving  on  tiie  United  States 
Supreme  Court?  Would  you 
want  a  HiDaiy  Clinton  serving 
on  the  Unitea^St^  Supreme 
Court?^  If  you  don  t  want  some- 
bexiy  like  mat  then  vole  acoord- 


[If  Baradc  Obama  wins  or 
CTinton  wins  tiie  presi- 
we  would  lose  tiie  court 
not  0^  on  aborticxi  but  on  mar- 
riau  and  cm  ^>eech  issues ...  pos¬ 
sibly  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  ^  I 
tiiink  tiiat  is  very  critical." 

Staver  noted  that  Obama, 
when  an  Illinois  legislator, 
opposed  the  Induceef  Infant 
Liability  Act,  which  would 
have  required  medical  atten¬ 
tion  be  given  to  late-term 
babies  who  survived  abortions. 
An  Obama  administration, 
Staver  said,  "would  cataclysmi¬ 
cally  ...  change  tiie  social  under¬ 
pinning  of  mis  country^ 

Scalia  and  Justice  Clarence 
Thomas  are  on  record  as  oppos¬ 
ing  Roe,  and  pro-lifers  are  cau- 
timisly  optimistic  tiiat  Justice 
Samuel  Aiito  and  Chief  Justice 
jetim  Roberts  —  botii  nemunees 
of  President  Bush  —  would 
vote  to  overturn  Roe  if  given  tiie 
chance.  Five  votes  are  recpiired 
for  a  mi^rity  on  the  nine-mem¬ 
ber  court. 

On  a  difierent  issue,  panelist 
Janet  Parshall  also  said  tiiat  pre¬ 
sumptive  Republican  nommee 
jetim  McCain  —  whose  success 
as  tiie  nominee  has  concerned 
some  Christian  leaders  —  led 
tiie  charge  last  year  to  remove 


an  amendment  to  the  defense 
authorization  bill  tiiat  would 
have  expanded  hate  crimes  pro¬ 
tections  to  homosexuals  and 
transg^dered  individuals. 

"When  it  was  all  said  and 
done,  we  finally  got  the  amend¬ 
ment  strippea  on  tiie  House 
side  by  Duncan  Hunter  and  tiie 
hero  on  the  Senate  side  was 
John  McCain,"  Parshall  said. 
"He  was  tiie  one  who  got  it  off 
on  tiie  Senate  side." 

On  otiier  issues: 

•  Parshall  said  McCain  told  a 
gathering  of  conservative  lead¬ 
ers  tiiat  ne  "absolutely"  would 
work  against  bringing  bach  tiie 
Fairness  Doctrine,  a  former 
Federal  Communica-tions 
Commission  law  that  governed 
broadcast  content  She  cpioted 
McCain  as  saying  he  would  do 
"everything  m  my  power"  to 
make  sure  it  does  not  pass. 
Some  Democrats  in  Congress 
support  it 

•  Staver  and  Bull  said  tiiey 
believe  the  California  Supreme 
Court's  upcomins  decision  on 
homosexual  marnage  will  be  a 
4-3  split  one  way  or  tiie  otiiet 
although  they  said  tiiey  could¬ 
n't  predict  which  side  would 
win.  A  ruling  is  expected  with¬ 
in  tiuee  months. 


Thb  Baptbt  Rbcoro  • 
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L  ^®*****^*^  like  Buckley  and  Ross,  said 
nid  the  the  solution  to  the  alarming  statistics  is 
:an  <m1-  an  increased  emphasis  on  sexual  absti- 
leadins  nence  among  the  nation's  youth. 
unittM  *^1  shows  me  erosion  of  the  moral  (bunda-  mustbecoi 

Baptist  tions  of  our  society  and  culture,  which  is 
God's  grace  protected  ‘ 

Clan  in  thatGodgivi  ' 
eleased  riage,"  Heir 


timers,  but  no  one  places  yet  another  card 
in  their  hands,*  Roes  said.  The  idea  that 
promoting  abstinence  throu^  a  commit¬ 
ment  service 


is  enough 

*Few  churches  hi^ili^t  international 
missions  only  once  every  few  years.  Few 
sex  for  mar-  %vould  decide  to  offer  Vacation  Bu>le  SciKiol 
Ihie  Sexual  only  once  every  few  years,  lurches  give 
ndards  for  a  annual  attention  to  those  initiates 
because  they  have  Kingdcmi  importance,* 
Ross  told  Bp.  *Tho8e  initiatives  matter  in 
people's  lives  in  the  same  way  tluit  a 
life^le  of  absolute  purity  matters. 

"It  we  are  vigilant  the  statistics  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  improve,*  he  added.  *If  we  are  not 
^  the  tragedies  that  attend  teen  sex  will 
increasingly  be  part  of  our  families, 
churches  and  nation.* 

- (  kind  ^ 

^rocess^  but  say,  'Ycm're  Abstinence:  the  major  message 

- 1.'"  Buckley,  from  a  physiaan's  perspective, 

said  abstinence  neras  to  be  the  ma)or  mes- 
tion  works  sage  for  youth,  especially  given  that 

the  most  effective  ways  teenage  gins'  bcxiies  are  particularly  sus- 
1  in  efforts  to  save  youtii  ceptible  to  STDs  because  of  factors  accom- 
onsecmences  of  premar-  panying  their  physical  development, 
luce  them  to  the  absti-  “There  is  no  fool-proof  safe  sex  prac- 
)ugh  an  emphasis  like  a  tice  outside  of  a  monogamous  marital 
dedication  ceremony,  relationship,"  Buckley  said.  "There  is  in 
lid,  need  to  be  held  on  a  this  fallen  world  a  place  for  things  such 
der  to  reach  as  many  as  HPV  vaccinations,  but  that  is  not  our 

primary  message.  Our  goal  is  sexual 
leaders  shy  away  from  purity  and  abstinence  before  marriage." 
ceremony  because  they  Regarding  the  physical  implications  of 
student  to  sign  six  carcls  girls  being  infected  with  an  StD,  Buckley 
s  said,  referring  to  he  said  one  chlamydia  infection  gives  a 
tdents  sign  promisi^  to  woman  a  25%  chance  of  infelicity. 

^vity  until  marriage.  "About  30%  of  infertility  is  due  to  scar- 
he  pomt.  We  never  ask  ring  of  the  fallopian  tubes,  and  about  half 
nultiple  promises  of  those  cases  are  due  to  chlamydia," 

nds  Chmtian  students  BuckW  said.  "Chlamydia  is  oftw  a  silent 
1  h^rc»ni%  again,*  Ross  sexually  transmitted  disease.  You  may  not 
^  their  ori^ial  promise  even  recognize  an  infection  sometimes." 
God  and  that  promise  Buckley  also  said  it's  a  myh  to  say  that 
ling  day  and  beyond.*  condoms  are  an  effective  prevenfioir 
ation  to  partid^te  in  a  mehod  against  certain  STDs, 
ibmise  oeremmy,  Ross  "It's  kmd  of  ridiculous  to  think  that 
le  to^ddle  school  stu-  condoms  are  the  answer  when  condoms 
noted  into  the  student  have  a  25%  failure  rate  for  preventing 
tt,  to  all  ^dents  who  pregnancy.  They're  not  the  answer*  The 
ir  lives  to  Christ  during  standard,  Buckley  reiterated,  is  absti- 
to  students  who  have  nence  —  *sexual  purity  before  marriage 
id  have  no  background  and  maintaining  a  monogamous  mar- 
‘  riage  relationship." 

For  more  information  on  Thu  Love  Waits,  a 
ministry  (rfLi/eWm  Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  visit  the  tv^ite  ' 
at  wuno.lifnoay.com/tlw. 


BAPTISTS 


IS  infected  %vith  a  sexually  transmitted  dis¬ 
ease,  amoimting  to  3.2  million  youth. 

Richard  Ross,  co-founder  of  the  True 
Love  Waits  (TLW)  movement,  said 
churehes  are  "getting  lazy"  in  promoting 
abstinence  as  the  only  safe  method  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  STDs,  teen 
pregnancy  and  a  myriad  of  challenges 
that  can  stem  from  premature  sex. 

"Teen  sexual  activity  rose  for  20 
straight  years,  from  1973-1993,"  Ross 
told*  Baptist  Press.  "True  Love  Waits 
started  in  1993.  Since  then,  teen  sexual 
activiW  has  dropped  for  14  unbroken 
yeare  out  in  2008,  there  has  been  a  slight 
uptick.  If  the  church  is  not  vigilant,  we 
will  go  right  back  where  we  were." 

As  evidence  that  some  churches  have 
become  lax^  in  their  efforts  at  curbing 
teen  sex,  >  Ross  said  he  has  spoken  with 
numerous  pastors  who  have  said  their 
churches  present  the  True  Love  Waits 
abstinence  challenge  only  once  every 
three  or  four  years. 

Red  alert 

"We  need  a  red  alert  to  jar  pastors  and 
youth  ministers  out  of  their  complacen¬ 
cy,"  Ross,  a  professor  of  student  ministry 
at  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  siud.  "They  think  the  stats  will 
just  continue  to  drop  on  their  own,  and 
2008  proves  that  is  not  the  case." 

Daniel  Heimbach,  a  professor  of 
Christian  ethics  at  Southeastern  Seminary 
in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  said  his  main  con¬ 
cern  with  tire  CDC  statistics  on  STD  rates 
is  "the  indication  of  the  lack  of  any  sense 
of  personal  responsibility  and  the  cheap- 
enmg  of  sex  and  relationships,  and  the 
implication  that  has  not  only  tor  individ¬ 
uals  but  for  die  culture  as  a  whole." 


immoral  and  unprotected  ways,  unpre 
ed  morally  and  unprotected  treal^-vw 
Heimbach  said.  "Tnis  is  a,  disaster  ii 
makings  and  the  only  answer  is  to  rei 
and  u^old  God's  standards  and  be 

to  o^rs  in  the  pi _ 

heading  on  a  roacl  toward  destruction 
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on  purity  and  they 
attend  tire  ceremony 
to  support  the  first- 


Archbishop  killed 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Chaldean  Catholic  Christians  in 
Mosul  Iraq,  are  mourning  the  death  of  Paulos  Faraj  Rahho, 
an  archbishop  who  was  kidiumped  Feb.  28.  funeral  was 
held  March  i4,  the  day  after  nis  body  was  found  in  a  shal¬ 
low  grave  ina  irei^borhood  known  for  its  links  to  Ai  Qaeda 
terrorists.  Rahho's  two  bexlyguards  were  shot  and  kiUed 
during  the  Feb.  28  kidnapping,  which  occurred  as  tire  arch¬ 
bishop  was  leavii^  church  after  celebrating  a  Way  of  tire 
Cross  mass.  Islamic  extremist  violence  against  Iraq's  dwin¬ 
dling  Christian  communi^  has  been  a  serious  problem, 
accordir^  to  tire  human  rights  group  Christian  Mlidarity 
Intematicmal.  Six  people  were  wounded  in  January  when 
nine  houses  of  worship  were  bombed  in  BamclacL  McmuL 
and  Kirkuk.  A  priest  and  two  deacons  were  uUed  in  Juire 
2007  outside  tire  same  churdi  Rahho  was  leaving  when  Ire 
was  kidiuipp^  and  a  Syrian  Orthodox  priest  was  mur¬ 
dered  in  Iraq  in  November  2006.  Tens  of  thousands  —  per¬ 
haps  hundreds  of  tiiousands  —  of  Christians  have  fled  Iraq 
since  US.-led  Operation  IrMi  Freedom  deposed  ^ddam 
Hussein  in  March  2003.  ine  Chaldean  church  is  an 
autonomous  Eastern-rite  group  that  is  aligned  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  recognizes  the  au^ority  of  the 
pope.  The  Chaldean  Christian  community  has  lived  in  tire 
region  since  the  second  century  A.D.  It  worE^ps  in  Sfriac  a 
language  related  to  tire  Aramaic  tongue  spoken  by  Jesus. 


The  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Oftning  will  become  a  trademark  of  .the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union,  and  all  funds  raised  through  die  offe^g 
^tinue  to  be  used  exclusively  for  work  of  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  under  an  agreement  between  the  two  organizations. 


Hollis  and  Eunice  Bryant  of  Clinton  are  honored  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  Home  Mission  Board  during  a  meeting  in  Kansas 
City.  Hollis  was  named  state  Interfaith  Witness  Coordinator  of  the  Year, 
and  Eunice  was  named  Interfaith  Witness  Associate  of  the  Year. 


In  colorful  ceremorues  marked  by  dignity  and  simplicity,  R.A. 
McLemore  is  offiaally  inducted  as  the  16th  president  of  Mississippi 
Colley  (MC).  McLemore  er^ys  the  first  official  inauguration  of  a  p 
dent  in  the  history  of  the  Baptist-affiliated  school.  < 


March  20, 2006 


Christ 


ReqiiMtstne  - 

HcMtor  of 
>.  Your 
V  Ptoence 
W  inHetvenl 


You  Can  Restond 
Right  Now! 

Sof^  shorr  tfv  foikmmg  vrayef 
witn  (M  in  youronm  wo^ 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  kmve  sitmed.) 

2.  I  want  formveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
frcwm  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 
d  betieve  in  fesns.) 

4.  By  faitK  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  dris 
tinre  oiv  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov- 
ir\g  relatioirship  with  Him.  (I 
reoftve  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  titem  he  gave  me  rigitt  to  become 
children  of(M.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.""  (John  1:12) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churcn  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Eastcr:  It'S  Not  Just  About 
Empty  Things 

As  a  Christiait.  it  is  virtually 
npossible  to  thiiik  about  Easter 
idrout  thmkmg  about  the 


empty  tomb.  Fc^wiirg  die  cru¬ 
cifixion  and  diose  three  days  in 
the  mve,  even  people  who  may 
not  Imow  where  it  is  fourxl  in 
the  Bible  can  quote  the  verse 
that  says,  'Tie  is  rxit  here,  for  he 
hie  risen  as  he  said"  (Matt.  28:6X 
For  all  of  us  who  have  watched 
death  ciaim  one  of  our  loved  of  us  arid  so  the  payment  of  sin 
ones  or  who  have  wrestled  with  and  its  stark  reaUty  was  by 
the  reality  of  cxir  own  mentality,  someone  who  never  ever  sinned, 
die  empty  tomb  and  die  Ihe  cross  was  filled  at  Golgotha 
promise  diat  ours  will  be  etiip^  on  that  Easter  when  Jesus  took  all 
also  is  a  magnificent  truth.  It  is  of  our  sins  on  Him. 
die  pinnat^  promise  given  to  us  Have  ycxi  ever  iust  stopped 

from  die  living  Christ.  It  puiK-  and  contmplated  die  enormi^ 
tuates  the  Ea^r  experience.  In  of  one  exposed  sin?  As  long  as  sin 
His  own  wonderful  words  Jesus  is  hidderv  unrevealed,  ana  unex- 
said,  "Because  I  live  ye  shall  live  posed,  it  may  appear  to  be  cute, 
also"  (John  14:19b).  His  tomb  is  just  fi»hionably  temporary,  or  at 
forever  emp^  and  I  am  forever  its  worst  maiiageable.  Any  sin 
thankful.  This  year  as  we  when  it  is  kriown  suddenly 
approach  Eastet  stop  and  diink  becomes  indescribably  painful, 
about  what  is  filled  radier  dian  Choose  any  sin  you  wish  and 
about  what  is  empty.  watch  it  when  it  b^mes  known 

I  am  so  thankful  mat  the  cross  to  others  and  there  is  no  longer 
was  filled  at  Easter.  Filled  you  anything  about  it  diat  is  fun, 
might  ask?  Absolutely,  because  eryiyable,  or  uplifting  At  that 
when  Jesus  hurigon  that  cross  CXI  glorious  first  Eastei;  Gcxl  gadi- 
that  first  Easter  Tkxxl  Friday,  the  ered  all  of  our  sins  and  placed 
cross  was  filled  with  Jesus,  some-  them  on  die  broken,  crucified 
one  who  could  do  scxnethir^  Christ.  The  aoss  was  filled, 
alxxit  my  sins.  He  had  His  lire  I  am  also  diankful  at  Easter 
filled  wim  all  of  my  sins.  that  a  heart  can  be  filled.  In 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


improving  benavKX'  patterns  can 
evm  touat  He  is  the  Savior  not 
only  of  cxir  hearts  but  also  of  our 

have  been  an  enormcxis  load  of  weeks,  I  have  seen  a  number  of  homes.  He  fills  them  with  new 

-  days  and  new  ways. 

Finally,  1  am  so  diankful  that 
Easter  pewts  us  to  heaven  being 
filled.  The  here  and  now  is  not  all 
diat  there  is.  For  those  who  may 
think  that  Easier  is  simply  abcnit 
the  by  and  by  and  pie  m  die  sky 
diey  are  wrong.  For  sure,  heaven 
is  real  imd  JesuK  promises  us  that 
we  can  join  Him  diere.  He  wants 
to  fill  up  heaven  with  folks  like 
ycxi,  me,  cxir  fiunily  members, 
(Xir  frier^  and  even  our  foes. 
He  came  to  give  His  life  and  to 
open  wide  die  d<»r  and  let  every 
one  come  and  live  forever  and 
ever.  The  price  has  been  paid  for 


Us  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
X,  RO.  Box  530,  Jachon,  MS  39205- 
•re  0530.  E-mail:  }futnd®rrd)d>.org. 


with  an  outstanding  adult  choir  and 
instrunwntaiists.  Email  resumes  to  Dr. 
Alan  Miller,  amiller#monroeftH;.com, 
or  send  to  201  St.  John  Street,  Monroe, 

LA  71201. _ 

A  HEAlIHtC  OKAVINC  CHURCH  look^ 
ing  for  a  hill-time  children's  directix  to 
w^  with  200  kids.  Send  resume  to  Vicki 
Brandy  at  vnbrartdytwtmall.com,  or  East 
Side  Baptist  Chutdv  718  E.  Ninth  St.. 

Mountain  Home,  AR  72653. _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  fabricatiort,  repair 
Fax  Illustrations  to  (601)  4B3-7958  or 

call  (800)  368-2705.  ’ _ 

FLOORING:  ECS  ROOR  COVERING. 
Carpet,  wood,  laminate,  vinyl,  tile,  ceram¬ 
ic.  Materials/installation,  residerrtial  and 
commercial.  Call  (601)  854-8580.  Oeat 


reasonably  priced  INSURANCE: 

Medicare  supplements,  major  med¬ 
ical,  &  small  group  health  insurance 
plans  available  tor' Irtdividuals  & 
churches.  Call  Carra  Turner  (662) 

231-4487  for  rates  or  visit 
www.tumerinsuranceonllne.com. 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  SERV¬ 
ING  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800) 

605-2970. _ 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  lACKSON, 

CHRISTIAN  owned.  AH  home  improve¬ 
ments,  vinyl  siding,  wirxiows,  metal 
and  shingle  roots,  patio  covers,  screen 
and  glass  rooms.  (Ml)  992-2092,  Don 

&  Rita  Sebren,  owners. _ 

STAINED  CLASS:  new  windows  and 
repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Class,  Jackson, 

(877)  477-1899. _ 

DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  tk 
STEEPLES.  Baptisff^' murals,  heaters, 
lighting,  seating  wall  crosses,  pew 
cushions,  krinkiglas,  carpet,  signs. 

Church  Supply  Company  of  Texas, 

(800)  728-8291. _ 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHFRONT  & 
beachside  vacation  condos.  Gulf 
Shores  artd  Orange  Beach,  Alabanta. 

Best  value  on  the  bearhl  Lowest 
Prices!  Over  50  top  quaility  condos! 

Vour  satisfaction  is  our  top  priority,  Thomson,  CA  30M4, 
owned  &  operated  by  Christian  family 
since  1988,  (205)  556-0368  or  (205) 


IMMANUB.  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  accepting  resumes  tor  a  full-time  minister 
VICKSBURG,  Miss.,  seeking  iiKlividual  of  musictoulreach.  Please  send  resumes  to 
for  KiiMime  minisaer  of  musicAduca-  749  North  Jackson  Street,  Brookhaven, 
tion.  Please  send  resume  to  Immanuel  MS  39601.  Or  email  to 
Baptist  Church,  aOn;  persormel  commit- 
lee,  6949  Hwy  61  South,  Vkksbui^  MS 
39180.  Or  email  to 
l8C_|3efsonnelRyahoacom  or  contact 
Michad  Bull  at  (601)  218-5325. 

FUU-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC/YOUTH.  Parkview  Baptist 
Church,  Greenville,  MS  is  seeking  a  kill- 
time  minisler  of  nrtusic  anHot  youth. 

Please  send  resume  to  Persoitnel 
Committee.  712  McAllister  Street 
Greenville,  MS  38701  or  email  to 


SfflQNC  FMTTIME  MINISTER  OF  STD- 
OBITS.  Those  interested  in  this  position 
or  the  interim  position  should  contact 
Pineview  Baptist  Church,  Qinton,  Miss., 
at  (601)  924-7677.  Fax  resumes  to  (601) 
924-8378.  Or  email  pmeviewfocRbell- 
south.neL 

NORTH  COLUMBIA  BAPTIST 
Church  is  searching  (or  a  minister 
of  music/education.  Send  resume 
to  North  Columbia  Baptist  Church, 

_  P.  O.  Box  271,  Columbia,  MS 

is  currently  accepting  39429  or  e-mail  to  ncbcIRhot- 
4ime  pastor.  Please  sub-  mail.com. 

FBC  OloK  alln;  pastor  WEST  UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH  it 
se,  36  Oloh  Church  Road,  accepting  resumes  for  a  part-time  min- 

3482. _  ister  of  mOtic.  ^  are  located  in  south 

PORK,  MBS.,  is  seeking  a  MS,  about  4(7  minutes  from  New 


ntates.  Davis  Upholstery,  (Quitman,  Miss., 
phone  (601  >776-661 7. 

FT.  WALTON  BEACH,  DENTIN, 
FLORIDA.  Gulf  front  2  bedroom  con¬ 
dominium.  Lots  of  amenities.  Special 
rates  by  owrter.  Contact  Lucy  at  (770) 
831-3651  or  email  sglpcyRwrtKon- 


www.gulfthorescortdos.com. _ 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE  CHRISTIAN 
BEACH  RETREAT  AND  CONFERENCE 
CENTER,  Orange  Beach,  Alabama. 

Directly  on  the  GuK  of  Mexcio.  Ideal 
for  church  beach  retreats.  From  10  to 
150  people,  $30  per  night  per  person. 

A  mini^  of  Romar  Beach  Baptist 
CSturch.  Call  (205)  556-0368  or  (205) 

554-1524. _ 

CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE:  3.9 
state  to  sute,  3.9  In  state.  Nb  monthly 
service  charge.  Call  1  -866-587-8346  or' 
www.tewermYphonebill.com^roldtt. 

MONROE,  LOUISIANA  is  teek- 
ing  a  full-time  n)inister  of  music  gifted 
in  leading  a  blended  worship  service  email 


FAIRFIELD  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
MOSELLE,  Mist.,  it  seeking  a  full-time 
pastor.  Please  tertd  resume  with  refer- 
ettces  to  Fairfield  Baptist  Church,  do 
Ramsey  Coutta,  942  Moselle-Seminary 
Rd.,  Moselle,  MS  39459. 


VBS  Leadership 
lyainlngs 
are  back  for  '08! 


AprN  21,  North  Oxford,  Oxford 
FBC,  LouisvHle 
FBC,  Natchex 


CONFERENCES  OFFERED 
Outrigger  Island 

Ybunger  Prwchoot  Conference 
Older  Preschool  Conference 
Ybunger  Children  s  Confererxe 
Middle  ChUdrens  Conference 
Older  Children's  Conference 
Mxith  Conference 
Adult  Conference 
Pastor/Evangelism  Conference 
General  OfVer  ConfcrerKe 
Special  Ministries  Conference 
Children's  Rotation: 

Missions,  Music,  Crafts,  Snacks 


April  22,  Gaston,  BoonevHle 
FBC.  Beizoni 
FBC,  Purvis 


Scheduie  for  all  confereiKes: 
6:30  p.m.  Worship  rally 
7-9  p.m.  Conferee 


WE  ENCOURAGE  YOU  TO  SEND  YOUR  CHURCH  VBS  LEADERSHIP  TO 
BE  A  MRT  OF  THIS  EXCITING  EVENT.  WE  GUARANTEE  A  FUN  TIME  OF 
FEUjOWSHIR 

To  register  or  for  more  information,  contaa  Angie  Boydstun, 
Preschool/Children's  Consultant  with  the  Sunday  School  Dept,  at 
601 .292.3294  or  1 .800.748.1651,  ext  294,  or  by  E-mail 
aboydstunDmbcb.org 


March  20, 


What  I  tell  you  In  the  darlcness.  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  hey^iA/hi 


your  ear,  proclaim  upon  Che 


HouieTopt  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplenient  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  ConventiorrBoard's  Communication  Services. 


Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center 

NEEDS  CAMP  NURSBSi 

• 

We  couldn't  make  it  through  the  summer  without  a  nurse  to  hel 
care  for  us,  but  good  nurses  are  hard  to  come  by.  If  you 
nurses  (RN,  LPN,  or  retired  nurses)  in  your  church  or 
association  who  could  serve  one  or  mcwe  we^ 
(Monday-Friday)  during  the  summei;  please  contact 
Erica  Harms  at  1-800-748-1561,  ext  315, 601-292-3315 
or  Erica  at  eharms@mbcb.oig. 


M  A  DB 
_  TO 


WORSHIP 


A  summer  camp  experience  where  your  students  can 
worship  and  communicate  the  gospel  through 

Praise  Band,  Praise  Team, 

Art  Choral  Singing,  Signing, 

Drama,  Banner  Making, 

Playing  Instruments,  Voice, 

Keytx>ard,  Guitar, 

Part-singing,  Interpretive  Movement 


HeartSong  Camp 

June  23-27 

William  Carey  University,  Hattiesburg 
7-12  grades 


and  Discover,  Develop  and  Use  many 
of  the  talents  God  has  given  them. 


For  registration  and  program  • 
information:  Church  fmjsk 
Department  I -800-748- 1 651. 
ext.  274.  or  601-292-3274  or 
E-mail:  sckittrell9mtxb.org 
HeartSong  preview  DVD  available 


Mississippi  wMu  Associational  Missions 
Leadership  Training  Called  to  L0\xe ... 


April  18-19,  2008 

Garaywa  Camp  &  Conference  Center  TULC 

Registration  of  lodging  and  meals  required. 

Call  Lisa  Miller  in  the  MS  wMu  office  for  registration  form  -  601-292-3317. 


SCHEDULE 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  18 

1 :30  -  2:00  General  Assembly 

2:15  -  3:15  Session  1  -  Confererx^ 
3:30  -  4:30  Session  2  -  Conferences 
4:30  -  5.'00  Free  time  with  options 

5:00  -  6:00  Dinner 

6:1 5  -  7:00  Worship  Celebration 

7:15-8:45  Session  3  -  Conferences 
9:00  Fellowship 


SATURDAY,  APRIL  19 

7:30  -  8:30  Breakfast  with 

Missions  Moments 

8:45  -  9:45  Session  4  -  Conferences 
9:45-10:00  Break 
lOKX)  -  11 :00  Session  5  -  Conferences 
11:15 -noon  Session  6 -  Idea  Swap 
12:15-1:30  Lunch  &  Commissioning  of 
Associational  Teams 
1 :30  -  3KX)  Optfonal  planning  - 

Associational  Team  planning 
on  your  own. 


F,l  N  A  N  C  I  A  L 


^emleed 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


2008  Compensation  Surv^ 

Very  Important  for  ALL  Churdtes! 
www.lifeway.cxmtlc(mtpertsatior^ 

Complete  by  April  15 

Paper  surveys  are  available  for  dturches  without  internet  con¬ 
nections.  Contact  Carol  Taylor  or  Robin  D.  Nidiols  for  informa¬ 
tion  -  Financial  Services,  "RetiremenL"  1.800.748.1651. 


New  IRS  regulations  concern  churches 

(a)  a  policy  statement  for  retiremait  plans 

(b)  severance  packages  for  staff  members  tiuit  carry  into 
a  new  calendar  year. 

GuideStone  Financial  Resources  will  communicate  with  churches. 


NAS 


Matthew 


10 


o 


C— 


Monday^^  May  12.  Ciartedale  BC 
Tuesday,  May  1 3.  Harrisburg  BC  TL¥)ek) 
Monday,  May  19.  McLaurin  Heights  BC  Pearl 
Tuesday,  May  20.  FBC  Brookhaven 
Thursday,  M^  22.  FBC  Wiggirw 


For  info,  contaa  the  Sunday  School  Dept.:  601-292-3320. 
1-800-748-1651.  ext.  320.  or  hdedmonOmbcb.org 


Tor  more  information,  contact: 
(601)  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1631. 
ext.  303.  or  kmcdonneliambcb.org 


Hot 

Discussions  for  Student  Ministers 


7:30 

7;45 

8:45 


Break 
Session  H 
Disrrtiss 


rCATURED 
PRCSChTCR 

Songer 

laterim  pMstor 
First  Bsptist  Oturch 
OtMngeburg.  5.C 

Monday,  April  2 1 

First  Baptist  Church 
Louisville 

^Tuesday,  April  22 

First  Baptist  Church 
Natchez 


“Hanging  on  when  the  bottom  drops  out“ 

Allen  Jackson.  NOBTS  (Clartedale  &  Harrisbug) 

Ken  Hall.  MBCB  (McLaurin  Heights.  Brookhaven  &  Wiggins) 

'The  student  ministers  role  in  Sunday  School" 
Bruce  Edwards,  Tennessee  Baptist 
Convention  (Clarksdale  &  Harrisburg) 

Andy  Mullins.  Student  Minister.  MHBC 
(McLaurin  Heights.  Brookhaven  &  Wiggins) 


Schedule  (ail  locationsy 
6:00  p.m.  Light  Supper 
6:30  Session  1 


2  0  0  jS 

pr<EAcmMCi 


ConladCommunicttionSarvictt  for  irare  info:  601482-33781 1400-7^  orichin#mbclxorg 


a 


*Nutt  and  Botts*  of 
Camara  Oparatlon 
'Don  Moon  and 
David  Bungar 


Oattina  Startad  on 
thaIMfb 

J.C.  Howell . 

‘  f 

HowDWTIiay 
Do  That? 

(1  hour  session  for 
everyone) 


Crsativa  Production 
.Ltvd  by  Don  Moon 
and  David  Bungar 


Sound  Advica  Baaic 

-  Trooper  Hales 


Sound  Advica 
Advanead 
Trooper  Hales 

**  - 

Advanead 
Wab  SHapasHin 

J.C.  Howell 

Non-Unaa^dltlng 

forWSal4Whur«h 

Broadeact 

Lynn  Bullock 


Proiactlon 

Systama* 

Forum 


Ma7Tha  DIractor? 
Lynn  Bullock 


PRESCHOOL  &  CHILDREN'S  MINISTER  RETREAT 


I  ii  M  M.>|)tist  (  luiK  h,  C  oliiml>iis 


Him  ILipiisi  him  h,  miHikh.ivoii 


)t^te  Bible  Drill  Locations 

for  children  (grades  4^)  and  youth  (grades  7-12) 


DATES  LOCATIONS 


REGISTRATION* 


April  7  Picayune,  FBC  - 

Hernando,  Hernando  BC 


McComb,  FBC 
Batesville,  FBC 


MAY  1  -2, 2008 

Patterson  noce  /  Comp  Goroywa 
Registration,  Thursday/ 1  p.m. 

Conlarence  begins  at  130  p.m.  on 
Thursday  and  ends  at  noon  on  Friday 


April  10  Tupelo,  FBC 

Tupelo,  Harrisburg  BC 


April  11  Starkville,  FBC 


For  more  info,  contact  the  Sunday  School  Department  601-292-3294  or  aboydstunOmbcb  org 


April  12  Qinton,  Parkway  BC 
Madison,  FBC 


9  a.m.-noon 
9  a.m.-noon 


This  strategic  conference  will  be 
led  by  LAWRENCE  PHIPPS, 
pastor  of  Vaughn  Forest  Baptist 
Church  in  Montgomery.  Ala.,  aixl 
DANIEL  EDMONDS,  State  Sunday 
School  director  for  Alabama  Baptist 
State  Convention. 


April  14  Hattiesburg,  Temple  BC  [' 
Meridian,  Poplar  Spring 


April  15  Laurel,  Salem  Heights  BC  '  2-5  p.m 


Greenwood,  FBC 


LAWRENCE  and  DanM  have 
worked  together  to  mold  Vaughn 
Forest  Baptist  Church  into  one  oC 
the  fastest  growirig  churches  m 
the  state  of  Alabama. 


Selection  Tournament 
Clinton,  FBC 


noon 


April  26  Speakers  Tournament  9  a.m. 

Blue  Mountain  College 

*  A  helpful  hint  -  Those  who  register  for  State  Bible  Drills  dur 
ing  the  second  half  of  the  registration  period  usually  have  a 
shorter  wait. 


Come  hear  these  dynamic  leaders 
explain  the  power  of  working  as  a 
team,  setting  the  pace  to  make 
Surxlay  School 

THE  Growth  Agent  of  the  church. 


If  you  have  questkms  contact 

Tbe  Disdpleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

1-800-748-1651 

dbrashiei#mbcb.oig 

Fax:  601-714-7432 


Provided  at  no  cost  to  aH  regis¬ 
tered  conference  participants: 

■  a  complimencary  dinner  ^ 
beginning  promptly  at  6  p.m. 

■  the  book  Growing  Suriday 
School  TEAMS:  A  Practical  Guide 
to  BuRdng  Btile  Study  Groups 
in  the  Church 


Please  send  your  Churdi  Report  Forms  to  the  fax  number 
abovew  to  PO  Box  530,  Jadcson  MS  39205.  Church  Report 
Forms  for  Children's  and  YouA  Bible  Drill  are  found  on  the 
cover  of  tfte  Churdi  Bible  Drill  Packs  and  should  be  mailed  C 
after  your  Assodatkmal  Bible  Drills.  Church  Report  Forms  for 
Bible  Buddies  and  Adult  Bible  Drill  are  in  this  year's  pam¬ 
phlets.  We  have  certificates  for  all  Bible  Drillers  {Children, 
Youth,  and  Adult)  and  for  Bible  Buddies  which  we  will  send  in 
response  to  your  diuidi  report  forms. 


For  more  informatioa  contact  the 
Sunday  School  Department: 
MI-292-3291  or  I -800-748^1 651. 
ext  291,  or  E-mal  cday9mbcb.oig. 


P't^  {pa,...  March  21 -April  3^  2008 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


“'Oo  e\/er^hm^  wYtAoMt  complaLmng  or  arj^umg,  so  that  }fOu  ma^ 
become  blamesless  arib  pure,  chitbren  of  Q(^  Without  fault  oT a  ; 

crookeb  anb  bepra\/eb  ^erteratCon,  in  Which  jfou  shine  like  stars  m  the  ; 
unWerse  as  you  hoCb  out  the  Worh  of  life  ..."  "ThiUppians  2:t4-t6a 


M>anian  Gheg  of  Soutifem 
'  Europe.  ItenMGE  adcs. 

!  *Pny  for  reiadonships  that 
we  are  CQBilnuiDgjp  deve)- 
I  op vwW) REjnlMen. Mfo 
i  aA for OQadRBswMe 


at  meetings  law  ttA  at  a 
local  leMel.  BofilnBllDray- 
Ing  for  ttw  (Maing  <f 
mese  fftlpOrUnC  Omes  id 
equip,  encourage,  chal¬ 
lenge  arfo  ceiebraie 
ttie  mlBionaiy  personnel. 

The  Sil  lanka  team  was 
prayerwaUng  a  vVage  one 
seeking  &o(f  s  ’person  of 
peace.  -tewnqilnys 


Praise  the  Lord  for  a  new 
believer  in  SE  Asia  who  is 
passionately  shart^g  the 
treasure  he  te  fourfo  with 
othersi  He  ^  healed  alter 
a  belie^tsg  wind  prayed 
r  nvn.  nc  coiTWTVuBQ  nis 
Nfe  to  Christ.  SirKe  that 
timehehaswonhisfamiy- 
wife  and  seven  chMren  to 

faiih. 


Continue  praying  for  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  heads  of  house- 


and  shared  the  grasel  vMt 
them.  When  they  miied  the 
neiit  week,  the  mother  of  the 
boys  accepted  the  ThJthl 


noKB  snKi 

igiheBtwl 

Muribm^ 

The  Morogoro  Urban  Team 
requets  prayer  for  *Thje  Love 
VMts'  as  th^  plan  many 


forsomenewbkxxfofpeo- 
plewWobelieveihatabstt- 
nerKe  is  the  way  to  stop  the 
spre^ofAIDS. 


Church  Library  Mkiistiy 
Retreat.  Gara^a,  27tn  - 
29th.  Pray  that:  (I)The 

guide 


attendinaw  repeshed  and 
renewoail»lh4r  wak  with 
Chrtot;  |3|  God  gives  them  a 
clear  vision  of  Hb  desire 
arxl  purpose  for  their  specif¬ 
ic  churchS  library  ministry. 


Pray  that  the  Lord  wt  cal  '  Praise  God  for  Suahou,  Chirwi, 
laboren  to  serve  in  Southern  :  v^tere  the  work  of  sharing 
Sudan.  MWons  there  have  '  the  gospel  and  multiplying 
never  had  ttarqoportunity  to  \  churches  lyrt|own  in 
hear  about  3^  Christ  in  a  ‘  recent  yean..Aiumber  of 
cuRuraly  aotinopriate  way.  new  betevmm  new 
Pray  that  tHnotianese  belev-  ’  churches  nwrocn  started, 
ers  wN  be  burdened  to  be  :  Sti  there  are  MeraRy  miMons 
active  evangelists,  committed  in  this  vWo  hvre  not  yet 
to  trakting  many  in  the  faith  found  the  hope  that  is  fourtd 
within  their  country.  *  only  In  Jesus  Christ 


|l  I  Pray  for  President  John  { 
Agyekum  Kufoor  of  Gharta  { 
(western  Africa,  between  ' 

I 


help  for  the  Quiche  leader-  j 
ship  to  kitemallie  the  vision 
In  order  to  reach  their  own 
people  for  the  Lord.  I 


Vbung  Pastors  Retreat  Lake 
Tiak  OXhata,  28lh-29th.  Pray 
that  |1|Ybung  paston  be 


them,  (2|Thi^rgflBf|ee 
the  Lords  AMarftaJrfev 
area  of  thw  ministry;  |3| 


( 


leaden  be  sensitive  to 


young  paston' needs  arxl 
address  them  appropriately. 


Pray  for  the  bibileai  coun-  , 
seNrvg  training  and  ministry  ) 
that  wM  be  started  in  the 
fforthfn|MftiK  City 
area.  AkdoQ  tolaise  up  a 
great  tom  oMunseion  to 
reach  itOK  fwtmeed  the 
gospel  and  the  wisdom  of 
Scripiuie  In  their  Hves. 


Buddhist  Korean  parents  pray 
before  GattMNvi,  a  Buddh- 
shaped  storte  sculpture  on 

Wr^^^^^^nationai 

Pray  for  God's  truth  to  come 
to  fftese  coTKemed  Korean 
parents  v^  are  desiring  the 
best  for  their  chHdren. 


May  I  Have 
Your  Attention 
Please? 


Mississippi  FdmilyJrJ^V^J^ 

OH/fkif  Coast Julp  2€'30, 2003 


LKaOon:  Jackson  County 

G>st:  $25  per  person  ($50  maxinxm  for  immediate  family  members),  includes  program 
fee,  t-shia  breakfast  and  lunch  meals,  plus  dinner  on  Wednesday  evening. 

lypes  of  MNstrtes:  Light  Construction/Painting,  Comrrxjnity  Service  &  CXitreach,  Children  s 
Ministiies,  Acts  of  Kindness 

HcMf  to  Reglsttr  Request  a  registration  packet  by  caing  MS  wMu  at  800-748-1651. 
ext  31 7.  or  E-mal  Imier9mbcb.org. 


LifeWay  Envelope  Service  has  partnered  with  Jerry  Mixon 
and  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  to  bring  you ... 


/%M  off  Your  Offering 
Enveliipee  for  12  months! 

when  you  sign  up  for  our  monthly  program*. 

Call  l-8(X)-874-6319,  E-mail  envelopes@lifeway.conv^ 
or  visit  www.lifeway8tores.com/  envelopes  for  more  details, 

^  '  "We  have  greatly  enhanced  the  stewardship  of  our 

•  _  :  UfeWay  Envelope  Service. " 

-  j  Dr.  Barry  Ward,  Pastor 

FBC,  Magnolia 

I  ivould  encourage  any  pastor  to  use  this  system. " 

Kevin  Jackson,  Pastor  A  _ _ _  | 

FBC,  Grenada  r- 1  5?^-  | 


This  event  is  c&sponsored  by  the  Family  Ministry  Team.  Men's  Mkristry.  Mississippi  ^u. 
Jackson  ^sodatiorL  and  participating  local  churches. 

Fa  more  information,  please  contaa  Don  Gann  (dgann9mbcb.org)  in  Men's  Ministry  a 
T^mmy  Anderson  (tanderson9mbcb.org )  in  Mis^ssippi  wMu  at  800-748-1 651 . 


MMF  &  MPF  Retreat  -  April  1 8-1 9 

GARAYWA 


C«U  1-800-874-6S19  Totlayl 


Register  wth  Alicia  Dungan,  601  •924-7034  or  adungan@mbcb.org 


IMB  l/BLUNTEEtt 
SUMMIT 


rnnrfNTnm  rr  rnnn un nmnnr 


First  Baptist  Church,  Sherwood,  Ark.  •  April  21  22,  2008 

Step  into  God's  plan  for  the 
former  Soviet  Union... 


■-'tin 

tKH.»4te»  srg 


Southern  Baptist'  statement,  isn't  really 


»)  —  Individuals,  churches,  communities  voted  to  delete  two  para^aphs  of  recom- 

nt  an^ovemments  should  act  now.  mendations  that  were  in  the  global  warm- 

p-  Tiw  statement  included  the  disclaimer  ing  measure  w|ten  it  came  from  the 
di  that  advocacy  of  environmental  steward-  R^lutions  Committee.  They  approved  an 
A  ship  will  not  reduce  the  signers'  commit-  amendment  from  the  floor  that  removed 
ie  ment  to  protectif^  unborn  and  other  human  proposals  for  government  fundir\g  to  do 
life  or  to  the  bibli^  view  of  marriage.  researdi  on  the  human  impact  on  global 

e-  "We  will  never  compromise  our  oonvic-  warming  and  to  find  eiwr^  alternatives  to 
m  tions  nor  attenuate  our  advocacy  on  these  oil  and  other  carbon-producing  resources, 
vs  matters,  which  constitute  the  most  pressing  Messenem  passed  the  amendment  with' 
o-  moral  issues  of  our  day,"  the  statement  says,  about  60%  in  the  rriajority  before  approv- 
"However,  we  are  ru>t  a  single-issue  body."  ing  the  resolution  overwhelmingly, 
fie  Last  year's  SBC  resolution,  which  dted 

m  Missihg  endorsement  the  Bible  and  offered  a  scientific  and  histori¬ 

es  One  of  the  most  glaring  missing  cal  summary^  of  climate  chai^,  is  the  sev- 
ch  endorsements  was  that  ot  the  SBC's  Ethics  enth  sirKe  1970  to  affirm  ffiat  Quristiaiis  have 
a  k.  Religious  Liberty  Commission  (ERLC).  a  responsibility  to  be  stewards  of  creation, 
ist  Dunng  the  teleconference,  Merritt  men- 

rst  boned  that  the  ERLC  had  provided  helpful  Differences  of  opinion 

ir-  inputs  to  reshape  the  statement  but  in  the  Evangelical  Chrisbans  nave  expressed 
IS-  end  did  not  endorse  the  final  draft.  differences  of  opinion  on  how  to  address 

to,  in  a  statement  to  Bapbst  Press,  ERLC  global  warming. 

so  President  Ridiard  Land  said  he  declined  to  The  Evangelical  Climate  Inibabve  (ECl), 
endorse  Merritt's  declarabon  out  of  respect  a  coalibon  of  more  than  100  evangelical 
a-  for  Southern  Baptists'  autonomy.  -  leaders,  contends  human  beings  are  the 

IS,  "They  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  to  main  cause  of  global  warming,  which  it 
m  decide  throufdi  Convenbon  acbon  what  says  will  negabvely  impact  poor  people 
the  Southern  Bapbst  Convenbort's  public  the  most.  The  ECl,  whidi  issued  a  state- 
'  a  poli^  posibons  are  to  be,"  Land  saicl.  "The  ment  in  February  2006,  has  endorsed  I^s- 
es  cRLC  will  conbnue  to  share  the  officially  labon  to  decrease  carbon  dioxide  emissions 
tie  adopted  posibons  of  the  Convenbon  witn  in  an  effort  to  combat  climate  change. 

»d  public  policy  makers  and  the  media."  The  Cornwall  Alliance  for  the 

Land  also  took  issue  with  the  signers'  Stewardship  of  Creation  says  the  cause  of 
of  statement  that  Southern  Bapbsts  have  been  global  warming  is  uncertain.  It  has 
k-"^  "too  bmid"  in  addressing  mese  issues.  expressed  concern  about  the  effects  that 
to  "(T]he  Convention  has  officially  addressed  policies  proposed  by  those  who  believe  in 
ty  the  Issues  of  creation  care  and  environmental  human-induced  climate  change  would 
ie  stewaidship  in  its  2006  and  2007  Convenbons  have  on  the  poor.  Some  proposals  might 
al  through  resolubons  adopted  by  the  make  liftle  difference  in  the  environment 
ip  Convenbon's  duly  electee!  messengers,"  while  harming  economic  progress,  espe- 
».  Land  said.  Referring  to  the  2007  action,  he  dally  for  the  needy,  it  fears.  The  Cornwall 
or  added  that  the  approved  acbon  "is  as  close  to  Alliance  released  a  document  in  July  2006 
ite  an  'official'  poslnon  as  tfie  S^  is  capable  of  that  was  partly  a  response  to  ECl's  state- 
!St  making,  apart  from  its  formal  confession  of  ment  and  was  signed  by  more  than  170 
fidth,  me  Bapfist  Padh  and  Mwsage.">  mostly  evangelic^  scientists,  economists 

"Consequently,  in  'our  convention-  and  emidsts.  Barrett  Duke,  the  ERLC's  vice 
assigned  role  to  share  faithfully  with  president  of  public  policy  and  research,  has 
ch  Waw^gton  and  other  public  policy  venues  endorsed  the  Cornwall  statement, 
ve  where  tne  convenbon  is  on  an  issue,  iC  _  _ 


Bibliocipher 

By  Ch*Hn  KUn.  1932  •  2004 
cxjpyrightrd  2005 


TZOVR  ZKW  FKZJKQPRO  WK 


WXDN  GKQSO;  VAW  VR  HR 
WQTZNJKQPRO  VH  WXR 
QRZRGDZB  KJ  HKAQ  POZO, 


WXTW  HR  PTH  IQKCR 


GXTW  DN  WXTW  BKKO, 


TZO  TFFRIWTVSR,  TZO 


IRQJRFW,  GDSS  KJ  BKO. 


QKPTZN  WGRSCR:  WGK 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bibh  krtowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week  i 
puzzle:  Hebrews:  Five  Five 


director  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Environment  and  Qimate  Inibabve,  which 
is  behind  the  document. 

Editors  of  state  Baptist  newspapers 
received  f^imile  transmissions  from  an 
Atlanta  public  relabons  firm  offering  to  set 
up  interviews  with  the  document's  princi* 
pals,  but  not  idenbfying  who  had  hired  the 
nrm.  A  web  site  has  also  been  created  to 
push  the  document. 

The  declarabon,  which  carries  46  signa¬ 
tures,  says  Southern  Baptists'  "current 
denominational  engagement  with  these 
issues  [has]  often  been  too  bmid,  failing  to 
produce  a  unified  moral  voice.  Our  cau- 
bous  response  to  these  issues  in  the  face  of 
mounting  evidence  may  be  seen  by  the 
world  as  uncaring,  reckless  and  ill- 
informed.  We  can  do  better." 

The  declarabon  released  March  10  offers 
four  main  points; 

—  Human  beings  have  a  responsibility 
to  care  for  creabon  and  acknowledge  their 
parbeipabon  in  environmental  deefine. 

—  Addressing  climate  change  is  pru¬ 
dent. 

—  Stewardship  of  the  earth  is  reouired 
by  Chrisban  and^uthem  Bapbst  beliefs. 


trainino 


Laam  liow  to  funtfotratoolc  miMkm  li 
Examlna  using  msilis  In  mlsskMi^^ 


Makch  20, 2008 


Thi  Baftst  Rbcord 


Qiardv  PMfl:  36th  Anniversai 
TV  covcf^  dish  hinch.  Concert 
iixuwy  Manaaco,  speaker;  Davi< 


YMTVacationt  1-800-736-7300 


Thi  Baptist  Rbcxmo 


March 


lliWl  ullLL'llIiiliiait^ibl 


Canadian  Rockies  Tour 
Offers  ‘Cooi’  Vacation 


14  Days  in«$999* 

Join  other  BaptMs  on  your  cheioe  of  three  departures  this  summer  July  20, 
August  17  or  September  14.  2008.  Ry  into  Sioux  Pals,  SO  for  a  scenic 
threeday  drive  to  Catgary,  Atoerta.  In  route,  on  your  oomfortabie  motor 
coach,  visit  Fargo  and  Bismarck,  NO;  then  north  to  Saskatchewan  to  the 
Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Polce  Academy.  Highlights  indude  Calgary;  Lake 
Louise;  Banff  National  Pvk;  ride  a  SnoCoach  over  the  Columbia  Ice  Fields; 
Canmore,  Atoerta;  Walerton  Lakes  National  Park;  Kananaakis  Country, 
Helena  and  BHngs  MT;  Custard  battMWd  at  the  LMIe  Big  Horn;  Black  His 
National  Forest;  ML  Rushmore  and  Crky  Horse  National  Memorial; 
legendary  Badlands  National  Park;  and  morel  Includes  13  nights  hotels, 
baggage  handng,  and  lots  of  motor  coach  sight  easing.  *Per  person, 
double  occupancy  plus  $149  tax,  service,  govi  foes.  Add  $600  airfare  from 
Memphis,  TN;  Bkrningham,  AU  or  GuMportfBloxi,  MS.  Add  $700  airfare 
from  Jackson,  MS;  or  Atlanta,  GA.  Space  is  Imiled  for  each  dale  and  $100 
deposksarenowdue.  Cal  today! 


Friendship  Beat  Church,  Cheriaeton;  148th  anniversary,  April  i 
Sunday  Sokx)!  9ri5  ajotiv  Worship  10:45  a.m.  Pot  luck  Itmcn  to 
follow.  ).G.  Thomas,  pa^or. 


Goff,  pastor. 


speaker; 


1 6, 11  aon.  fbh 
Way  following 
iU,  musk;  Kenny 


by  coiKert  by  llin  Frith  aikl  the  Gospel 
lUnch.  - 


f  Springe  Churdi,  Holly  Springs:  Homecoming,  March  16. 
ay  School  9*J0  ajn^  Bunnein  Meeting  10:05  a.mv  followed 
*  “  “  •  *  *  *  Goepel  Edi^  *  *  ’  * 


10:05  a.mv  followed 
oes.  Covered  dish 


^STRONG 

Easter  Offering* 


FOR  NORTH  AMERICAN  MISSIONS 


MSAadioLLc 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


TVooper  Hales 

info®msaudioUc.com 


P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
akaon.  MS  39060 1^  601-924-28M 


First  Church,  Ihnlca:  Revival,  April  13-16.  Sun.  11  Sun.- 
Wed.  7  p.m.;  Lunch  service  Mon.-Wed.  at  iKX>n;  P.  J.  Scott 
speaker;  Tom  Young,  muaic;  Daimy  Smith,  pastor. 

Goodwater  Church,  Magee:  Revival,  March  30-April  2.  Sun. 
10:30  a.m.  and  5:50  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  noon  aervice/meal  and 
evening  service  7  p.m.  W.A.  SoUffi,  speaker;  Stephen  McRight, 
music;  Billy  R.  Wuliams,  interim  pastor. 

Neely  Church,  Neely:  Revival,  April  6-9.  Sun.  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  Mark  King,  speaker;  J.  Wilbur  Halt 
pastor. 

Calvary  Church,  West  Point:  Revival,  March  31 -April  2.  Sun.  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  Wed.  Chalk  Art  by  Keitn  Carpenter; 
Junior  Davis,  speaker;  Larry  Futral,  music;  James  M.  Towery, 
pastor. 

First  Church,  Durant:  Revival,  April  6-9  at  7  p.m.;  Bill  Jackson, 
speaker;  David  Young;  music.  Eci  McDaniel  pastor. 

Central  Church,  McNeill:  Revival  April  27-30.  Sun.  11  a.m. 
followed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds  and  6  p.m.  service;  Mon.- 
Wed.  7  p.m.;  Danny  Laniei;  speaker;  Benji  Rigney,  music;  TOes. 
7  p.m.,  children's  Night;  Wed.  5:30  p.m..  Youth  Night. 

Friendship  Church,  McComb:  Revival  April  4-6.  Fri-Sat.  7 

g.m.;  Sun.  10:45  a.m.  and  1  p.m.;  Delio  Delrio,  speaker; 
randon  Andrews,  music;  Laveme  Summerlin,  pastor. 

New  Salem,  Caledonia:  Revival  March  30-April  2.  Sun.  10:30 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  Jackie  Kay,  speaker;  Slater 
Murphy,  music. 

Pineview  Church,  Hattiesburg:  Revival  March  30-ApriI  4. 
Sun.  11  a.m.  followed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds  and  7  p.m; 
Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  lames  "Jipper"  Williford,  speaker;  Phillip 
Butler,  music;  ^uglas  E.  Benedict,  pastor. 

Steep  Hollow  Church,  PoplarvUle:  Revival  Ma^ch  30-April  2. 
Sun.  10  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  Special  prayer  time 
6:30  p.m.;  Shannon  D.  Marshall  pastor. 

Montevista  Church,  Eupora:  Revival  April  2-5.  Wed.-Fri.  7:30 
p!m.;  Sat.  5:30  p.m.  follo^^d  by  fellowship  meal.  Daniel 


&m.;  Sat.  5:30  p.m.  tolloi 
athome,  speaker;  Stephen 


witt  music;  Jim  Gore,  pastor. 


Benton  Church,  Benton:  Revival.  March  30-April  2.  Sun.  10:30 
a.m.  followed  by  fellowship  meal  and  5  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7 

6m.;  Doug  Broome,  speaker;  R.L.  and  Beth  Sigresl  music; 
Carles  Moore,  pastor. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

SCHOLARSHIP  MINISTRY 


It*s  that  time  of  year, 

SCHOLARSHIP  APPUCATIONS 
FOR  THE  2008-2009  ACADEMIC 
YEAR  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  ON 
OUR  WEBSITE  BEGINNING 
JANUARY  1,  2008. 


visrr 

www,m8haptisymmdation,org 

TO  COMPLETE  YOUR  APPUCATION 


The  Missisaippi  Baptist  Foundation's  Schdarship  Ministry  provides  needs-based  supplemental 
financial  assistance  to  Mississippi  students  who  are  pursuing  a  degree  at  a  Mississippi  Baptist 
college  or  a  Southern  Baptist  semiruiry.  For  more  information  about  die  MBF  Sdiolar^p 
Ministry,  please  visit  our  website,  www.msbaptistfoundation.oig.  Sdiolarship  applications  for 
die  20(M-2009  academic  year  will  be  available  on  our  website  beginning  January  1,  2008. 
Completed  applications  must  be  received  in  die  MBF  office  by  April  30. 


BiBle  Studies  for  LiBe 

Alive  ^th  Power  ■ 

Ephctlaiu  1:18>21;  2.’4-9!;  1:16-21 

hit  meaning:  dunamis 

The  Apostle  P*ul  knew  that 

panent  and  he  encouraged  "'** 

trough  spedfic  and  heaiSelt  TlSi  in 

aver  for  ftiebdievcn.  power  w«  manifest  in  at 

ssMfssS 

B»r5’r«  S,2a5r.»^ 

od^a  inheritance.  Christians  can  ^7*5^  d5JX.?S.nK ... 

to  unlSSt^^  we  » 

nmliiP  nt  m  wmvWrfnl  Aifnm  church 


ally  dead  person  can  have  a  us.  Verse  17a  continues  by  stat- 
reutionahip  with  God  it  to  be  ing  that  that  dwelling  of  God 
nnade  aUve.  So  God  intervenete  ha**  *ant  through  hdth. 
giving  that  person  life  because  .eise  17b  speaks  oi  how  %ve 
of  that  life  'spark"  that  He  gave  are  to  be  'rooted'  (an  agxicuHui^ 

L  ^  _ .  j  al term) and 'estaWiahea' (Hke a 

This  is  all  given  simply  because  buildir^  in  love.  Because  of  thia 
'  —  —  — ,c«.  Paul  believm  would  have  the 

that  4’power'  (dtmamia  again)  Jo 
understand  |ust  how  vast  Jesus' 
love  is.  It  is  ultimately  beyond 
our  understandii^  but  Paul 
seems  to  imply  that  to  the  extent 
that  we  can  grasp  it  our  love  for 
win  grow  just 


vation  was  given  to  us 
in  the  past  that  we 
have  a  future  inheri- 
tarKe  as  His  saints,  but 

that  we  can  also  experi-  ^  _ _ 

erKe  His  present  power  when  Christ'  was  resurreded 
today  to  sustain  and  ‘  ‘ 
encourage  us.  of  uiifathomable 

Ephemms  2.'4-9  con-  states  that  even  I 


le  grace.  Paul 
that  belief  T 

tain  some  of  the  most  saves  us  is  in  itself  a  gift  from 
^  life-affirming  words  in  God.  Paul  does  want  us  to 

aU  scripture.  "But  God  understand  that  none  of  this  is 
...'  write  Paul  after  spending  .  because  of  our  works  or  merit  - 
some  time  in  Eph.  2:1-3  dis-  it  is  not  a  reward  for  the  gotxl 
cussing  the  fallerv  wretched  deeds  we  do,  the  prayers  we  him  and 
state  oT  man.  He  then  write  of  pray,  the  acts  of  drarity  we  that  muc 
God  beirw  rich  in  mercy,  of  his  share.  It  is  from  God  alone,  and  I 

dv^  of  agape  love,  of  how  ffiat  rwgate  any  reason  for  us  to  God's  love  is,  iiTanahmpt  to  um 
God  s  grace  is  beyond  our  com-  boast.  frail  and  feeble  wor^  to  express 

prehension.  Then  in  verse  5,  he  Paul  prays  for  the  Ephesians  God's  love, 

writes  '(God)  made  us  alive  in  3;16-il,  and  by  extension  for  Paul  Anally  moves  from 
wim  Christ  while  vw  were  dead  all  of  us.  He  begins  in  v.  16,  understanding  God's  love  to  a 
in  transgressions  -  it  is  by  gr^  retumii«  to  his  theme  of  prayer  that  we  experience  God's 
you  have  b^  saved'  (NIV).  'powei;'^  the  power  ffiat  God  love,  in  v.  19.  Agam,  he  admowl- 
God  could  have  destroyed  all  oners  through  His  Spirit.  We  edges  that  we  can't  understand 
people  b^use  of  their  sin,  but  are  to  be  stiengffimed  in  our  it  init  that  we  miAt  be  filled 
instead  chose  to  express  mercy  iiuwrmost  seU,  to  give  us  ffie  with  life  and  fullness  that  comes 
andlove.Thefiicturehereisofa  ability  to  overcome  despair,  from  God.  God  does  not  want  us 
person  without  life,  without  a  The  Holy  Spirit  who  gi\’es  dus  to  lack  for  anyffiing  in  our  rda- 
pulse,  truly  dead,  and  iiKapable  powet  a  available  to  all  iWk>  tionship  with  Him.  ’ 

of  doing  anything  for  mem-  claim  die  name  of  Christ.  He  is  - 

selite  (forjvhat  can  a  dead  per-  not  some  impersonal  force,  but  Martin  is  Associate  Editor  of  The 
son  do?)  The  only  way  a  spiritu-  a  living  presences  who  guides  Baptist  Record 


how  wide,  long, 


risen fiom  thedead!  they  belonged  to  the  Father  (20:  the  third  day,  au 
Mary  remaiined  at  17).  She  carried  die  news^  ^  have  His  appearances, 
the  tomb,  and  as  she  seen  the  Lord,'  and  told  the  dfe-  own  uamascus  Ri 
looked  inside,  she  saw  dples  die  things  He  had  said.  (15:8X  In  verses  9 
angels  sitting  One  might  consider  Mary  die  evidence,  "But 
where  Jesus'  body  had  Magdalene  the  first  to  tell  the  God  I  am  what  I  a 
been.  Note:  The  other  Good  News!  Aseriesofhypo 

gospels  refer  to  the  The  importance  and  power  of  statements)  folio 
angels  as  'men.'  They  the  cross  and  humility  of  individ-  verifying  die  truffi 
■■■I  asked  her  iidiy  she  was  uals  are  die  purpose  of  Paul's  let-  indeed  been  rail 
scan  crying,  and  she  told  ter  to  the  Corinthians.  •  The  dead.  . .'  05:20). 

them  that  her  Lord's  Greeks  did  not  believe  in  the  res-  the  resurrection  of 
body  had  been  taken  away,  and  urrection,  but  the  Christians  at  resurrection  of  th 
she  did  not  know  where  he  was.  Corinth  did.  They  had  become  'first^ts"  of  wh 
Mary  turned  around  and  saw  a  arrogant  and  prideful  concerning  (Leviticus  23:10-11 
man  she  assumed  was  the  gar-  their  spiritual  gifts  which  were  was  resurrected 
dmi;  but  it  was  Jesus.  WhenHe  given  by  God,  not  earned  by  Christiiuis  will  ext 
said  her  name  in  His  tone  and  mem.  Paul  rebuked  tiiem  for  ^  rection,  also.  (15^ 
accent  she  recogniz^  who  He  error  of  tfieir  doctrkie  and  prao  initiated  a  new  ore 
was.  I^ohn  10|3-4  reminds  us  tiiat  tice,  proclaimed  that  love  would  urrection  is  as  cert 
his  'sheep  will  listen  to  his  voice  ultimately  triumph,  and  declared  (lyndale  Con 
because  ttiey  know  his  voice.'  the  gospd.  (The  Royal  Route  to  Commentary)  Tht 
Jesus  told  Ma^  that  she  must  Heaven  Alan  Redpath)  ecaltation  follows  i 

not  hold  on  to  him-ffiis  would  In  I  Coriitihians  15,  I^ul  estab-  at  the  end  of  wl 
not  be  her  final  meeting  with  her  lished  ffie  proof  aixl  necessity  of  Father  will  rule  to 
Lord,  and  she  had  a  job  to  do.  the  deaffi,  buriat  and  rcsurrec-  revdation  of  this  i 
She  should  go  instead  to  His  tionofjesus.  In  verses 3 arnl  i,  he  in  Psalm  110:1.  It 
brethren  and  (l)*let  ffiem  kiK>w  points  out  two  fouiKlatkms  of  t^  O^fs  enemies 
He  himored  ffieir  relatiot^p  Christian  faith:  (1)  Christ  died  for  (I^alm8:6). 

even  thou^  they  had  fled  in  His  our  sins  according  to  ffie  scrip-  - 

darkest  hexn  and  (2)  they  would  hires,  auffioiticated  by  His  bur-  Ducan  is  wMu  c 
be  with  Him  forever  because  ial,  and  (2)  Christ  was  raised  on  Church  StarkvilU 
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1.  A  group  from  River  Bend  Church, 
Aberdeen,  recently  tmveted  to  Mexico 
to  aaeiet  mMonaiiee.  They  took  food, 
candy,  and  toys  to  an  orphanage, 
pafoted  buildinga  in  dw  village,  M  a 
ddldren's  program,  and  aaeiansd  with 
a  worship  service.  Shown  are  partid* 
pants. 

1  Miaaion  Hill  Church,  Weifeon,  hon¬ 
ored  lifelong  member  Burdette 
Rudaivi  on  Jatv  13  for  60  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  as  a  deacon.  Pictured  are  Pastor 
Totiuny  Purvis  (left)  and  Rutland 
receiving  a  qMdal  jidaque. 

3.  Benton  Church,  Benton,  will  hold  its 
Easter  Worship  Service  at  7  pm  on 
March  23.  Wffl  WUkerson,  pastor  oi 
Benton  Methodist  ChurcK  will  be  the 
guest  speaker.  Fellowridp  meal  will 


4.  Immanuel  Church,  Greenwood,  will 
present  its  Easier  (Zantata,  I've  Seen 
Jesus^  on  March  21  at  7  pm  aivl  Easter 
Simday  at  10*30  am  Nursery  will  be 


5.  Kreolc  Avenue  Churdi,  Moas  Point 
will  present  the  Easter  musical  In 
ChriM  Alone,  at  10:45  a.m  on  Much 
Z3.  Partidpatirg  will  be  the  SatKtuary 
Choir;  Chudrens  Choir;  arKl  Creative 


13.  West  Orrinlh  Church,  Corkitfi 


2.  Mission  HW  Churdy  Wesson 


15.  Rricnddiip  Church,  Brookheven 


10.  The  Women  on  MBssion  group  of  Oak 

Grove  Church,  Meridian,  makes  bas¬ 
kets  each  month  for  patients  of  the 
Community  Hospice  in  Meridian. 
Shown  are  partidpimts.  * 

11.  Zkm  Hill  Church,  Wesson,  ordained 
fohn  Branson  as  deacon  on  March  2. 
nctured  are  Pastm*  Ibm  McOnmidc 
(left)  arkl  Brandon. 

12.  Albert  McMullen  has  completed  50 

Ein  die  Gospd  miniray  Since 
licensed  tw  Carmel  Church, 
lian,  in  19M,  he  has  served 
churches  in  Qarke,  Scott,  N^ioba, 
Winston,  Lama^  and  Kemper 
Associations.  He  hin  also  served  as  a 
member  of  die  SBC  nominating  com¬ 
mittee,  die  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  and  the  board  of 
tnistees  of  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He 
and  his  wife  of  55  years,  JaneU,  trade 
inKferidian. 


9.  hda  Churdv  luka 


16..  GAs  of  Branch  Church,  Morion 


14.  ML  Canid  Churdi,  16.  Girls  in  Action  (GAs)  of 

Caidiage,  will  host  Christ  in  Brandi  Church,  Moiton, 
the  Passover  widi  Rahel  recently  oiade  birthday  kits 
Landrum,  speaking  on ' '  '  for  die  Crisis  Pregnancy 
bdialf  of  Jews  for  Jesus^  at  7  Center  in  ForesL  as  {uirt  of  a 

pm  on  March  21.  mission  pro^  for  world 

hunger  empnasis.  Pictured 

15.  Friendship  Churdi,  at  iSrleigh  Mahadey  (left) 

Bfoddiavsn,  collected  136  and  Chey  Harrell. 

cans  of  soup  on  Super  Bowd 

Sunday.  Pastor'  Chad  17.  Montevista  Church, 
Yarbrnough  is  shown  load-  Eupora,  will  host  a  Goqm 

ing  the  soup  fcM*  ddivery  to  singing  featuri^  Heavenly 

Brookhaven  Outreuh  Journey,  at  5:30  p.m.  on 

Ministries.  March  M. 


13.  West  Corinth  Church,  Corinth, 
ordained  Jeremy  Oakman  as  deacon 
on  Fdmiary  17.  Pictured  are  (from  left) 
Pastor  Harold  King,  Oakman,  and  his 
wifeChertyn. 
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